IMPERIAL                                       179
Flight-Lieutenant Eric Douglas of the Royal Australian
Air Force, who was to earn' out such search flights over the
Antarctic Continent as might be necessary, had flown over
Antarctica before. He had piloted the plane which Mawson
had carried in the Discovery on the British Australian New
Zealand Antarctic Expedition of 1929-31, known for short
as the " Banzare " Expedition. Inevitably he was known as
u Doug.'* I did my ineffectual best to discourage this but
after a few days found the tide of opinion running too strong
against me and I drifted with it until Douglas became as
much " Doug " to me as to anyone else. Man* was delighted
when he heard that it was Douglas who would come with us
to the Bay of Whales for they had sailed together in the
Discovery. They greeted each other with warmth as follows *
" Hallo, Doug.   How goes it? "
" Oh not so bad, Babe.   How's things? "
In the Discovery Marr had been called ** Babe ** from his
supposed resemblance to Babe Ruth, the American base-
ball player. Actually he bore no resemblance whatever to
that famous star, but the name had stuck. After this effusive
greeting they fell to reminiscences in which I had no part, but
later Marr said, " I'm glad Doug's coming. He's a good
chap." He was not one for an indecent display of the
emotions.
Neither Douglas nor Murdoch, the second pilot (" in case
I have to walk back," Douglas said) seemed to feel any
particular apprehension on account of what lay before them.
They were not in the least concerned with the possibility of
having to walk back or the equally considerable possibility
of not getting back at all. They were evidently not given to
crossing bridges before they got to them. You don't if you
are a& aviator. The bridges arc too many. They sat
unconcernedly at meals talking an extraordinary shop jargon
which was almost a language of its own, I can remember
but little of it now but it seems that you never come down in
an aeroplane* You lose altitude. Instead of climbing you